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INTRODUCTION BY UISG

We gratefully look back on the year 2022 and the activities
that have marked Talitha Kum’'s engagement during this
unprecedented time in history.

First of all, I would like to thank

I NTRO D u CTI o N the members of the Coordination,

appointed early last September, who will

BY u Isc accompany the work of the international

cooperation network for the next three
years (2023-2026).

Str. Nadia C?ppa, ASC We are grateful for the willingness they have shown, for
UISG President their openness of heart to assume this call of responsibility,
and for their creativity in initiating synodal processes in

[ ]
Llsg R continuity with the path taken.




Talitha Kum’s tireless and prophetic efforts to raise awareness
and combat human trafficking, in synergy and collaboration with
thousands around the world, make its mission meaningful and
responsive to the challenges of every time and every reality. Fighting
human exploitation and eradicating all forms of slavery is a call that
is becoming increasingly necessary. The Call to Action, drafted and
launched last year, is vibrant and inspiring and continues to provide
an in-depth perspective when creating new proposals to promote a
more just and supportive world in which every person can live with
dignity.

The core values that motivate the Talitha Kum network are the
centrality of the person, the importance of community in ensuring
closeness to victims and their families, and providing support for
those atrisk. Raising awareness and taking charge of different situations
illustrates the transformative power of hope and compassion that
must be spread with conviction and courage.

In his speech to the European Parliament in November 2014, Pope
Francis emphasized that “promoting the dignity of the person means
recognizing that he or she possesses inalienable rights which no one
may take away arbitrarily, much less for the sake ofeconomic interests.”
His words resonate very strongly, especially in today’'s day in age, when
the persistence of war makes the plight of the vulnerable who easily
become victims of human trafficking ever more evident.

The impact of armed conflicts on human rights and the need for
greater cooperation between humanitarian organizations and civil
society to better support victims of trafficking are challenges that
Talitha Kum is taking on, encouraging all those involved in the
solidarity network to take collective action.

Minors and women are most vulnerable to involvement in thisdramatic
condition through forced enlistment, sexual slavery, forced labor for
armed groups, and recruitment as child soldiers. However, victims of
trafficking also include people fleeing wars who are blackmailed or
illegally detained and whose fragility is exploited. New forms of slavery
are strongly linked to gender discrimination and the proliferation
of poverty, which creates the conditions upon which criminal activity
breeds.

We are all challenged to nurture a generative dynamic capable of
leading humanity toward lifestyles renewed by the Gospel. Talitha
Kum, with its growing commitment, is annually achieving goals that
open horizons of hope. Its prophetic call not to look away from
the suffering of all those deprived of their freedom and dignity is a
constant call for change. As Pope Francis said in his message for the
International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human Trafficking,
“human trafficking disfigures dignity. Exploitation and subjugation
limit freedom and turn people into objects to be used and discarded.
And the system of trafficking exploits the injustice and inequality that
force millions of people to live in conditions of vulnerability.”

This must encourage us to join forces in weaving networks of good to
spread the light that comes from Christ and his Gospel by reaching out
tothosewho play adecisiverole inthe effort to eradicate the exploitation
of human beings. Only through joint and systematic actions, along
with a multi-level commitment, will it be possible to contribute to
the change we hope for.

We are called to walk together with an attentive heart in discovering
and supporting daily paths to freedom and dignity, with the hope
of promoting anti-trafficking actions to support each other and build
a culture of encounter. These efforts will lead to inclusive societies
capable of protecting the rights and dignity of all.

Sr. Nadia Coppa, ASC
UISG President

~N INTERNATIONAL UNION
SUPERIORS GENERAL

1 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/november/
documents/papa-francesco_20141125_strasburgo-parlamento-europeo.html

2 https.//www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/oont-messages/2023/
documents/20230208-videomessaggio-tratta-persone.html



Firstly, on behalf of our sisters and brothers of the Talitha
Kum Networks from all over the world, | thank Sister
Gabriella Bottani,smc,the former Talitha Kum International
Coordinator, for her immeasurable service rendered to the
Talitha Kum Network, making it what it is today.

Talitha Kum, an International Sister-led Network Against
Human Trafficking, has grown significantly, and continues
its efforts to make changes for a better world. With heartfelt
gratitude, | also thank Talitha Kum networks all over the
world as they make these changes happen worldwide, to
promote a just world in which every human being can live
in dignity and fullness.

| am pleased to present herewith the 2022 Talitha Kum
Annual Report. This is the second time that it has been

EMBRACING THE e aoElS o 3 chottot s

The year 2022 demonstrates significant quantitative and

° qualitative growth. Talitha Kum has grown into a network

T RA N S FO R M AT I O N ° of networks that reaches 560,606 people worldwide. This
is an increase of 40% compared to 2021. This is due to our

A CALL TO ACTI o N sisters and brothers in the field who work tirelessly to carry
out Talitha Kum’s main areas of action: Prevention, Care for

Victims, Advocacy, and Networking.

Sr. Abby Avelino, MM The following pages tell some stories- journeys of liberation
-to care, heal,empower, and restore women, young people,
children, and at-risk groups. They are stories of hope and
gratitude for the work of our sisters, priests, brothers,
TALITHAKUM and lay partners present on 5 continents in 58 inter-
congregational networks in 97 countries.

Talitha Kum International Coordinator

Three new Talitha Kum networks were established in 2022;
in Mali, lvory Coast, and Bolivia. Furthermore, Talitha Kum
is in contact with several other countries as they develop
potential networks mainly in Mauritania, Tunisia, Angola,
Malawi, Togo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Malaysia,
Hong Kong, Nepal, Puerto Rico, and Nicaragua.




The past year has been one of the most challenging due to many
interrelated crisessuch asthe impactofthe Covid-19 pandemic, conflicts
iNn Mmany countries (Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Syria, Burkina Faso, Venezuela,
etc.), the war in Ukraine which has caused distress for millions of people,
and devastating natural disasters as consequences of climate change.
All of these crises are having a direct impact on human trafficking
worldwide.

In 2022, the number of members of Talitha Kum worldwide decreased
by 9% compared to last year, as many women religious congregations
continuedtoface declining membership, thusresultinginachallengein
their active participation and involvement within Talitha Kum networks.
However, men’s religious congregation participation has increased by
13%.

Furthermore, as we reflect upon the challenges of leadership transition
and the complexity of the times we live in, we see that the Talitha Kum
network remains committed to its mission, journeying with one another
in caring for persons wounded by exploitation, and acting against
trafficking of human beings.

In spite of the challenges we have withessed, members continue to
respond to the Call to Action by caring, healing, empowering and being
involved with the lives of victims and survivors, and populations that
are at risk of trafficking and exploitation.

As | recall Pope Francis's message, “It is not about statistics; it is about
real people! If we encounter them, we will get to know more about
them. And knowing their stories, we will be able to understand them.™

Human trafficking has changed and expanded. We live in a world where
human relationships are valued by what people ‘have’ rather than
who they ‘are.” The latter dimension is often dismissed and forgotten,
leaving the ground to the former: to be, | need to have, at any cost. The
untiring work at the grassroots level should be used as an advocacy
tool to force those in power to face and change the current situation.
True TRANSFORMATION involves a paradigm shift in society and in an
individual's mindset.

We call on the Church as an alternative community to embrace the
work of transformation that God is doing in the world. Change often
arises from the consciousness and conscience of individuals. We need
a place to start to take some concrete steps to get us moving in the
right direction. In line with this, Talitha Kum's Call to Action has become
an instrumental tool and guide to keep us moving towards concrete
actions. We continue to call on all relevant actors and stakeholders to
join our journey to realize the power of change. It is a CALL to ACTION
for us as a Church, together with civil society, like-minded NGOs, and
other organizations, to work alongside governments, international
organizations, and other agencies. This requires precisely everyone
individually, in families, and in communities, more so than the
policymakers, law enforcement officers, etc. Together, we embark on a
synodal journey to have our eyes and ears open to what is happening in
the communities around us.

Since the beginning, the strengthening of networking with different
partner organizations and religions within Talitha Kum networks has
been crucial. Being a network of networks gives us greater strength.
Journeying and working together, coordination and cooperation, are
essential tools in combating trafficking.

The involvement of young people — Talitha Kum Youth Ambassadors
of Anti-Trafficking program — has grown and expanded worldwide. We
began in Asia, moving to Oceania, Africa, and Latin America. The Youth
Ambassadors have taken their commitment to be protagonists among
their peersin raising the voices of young people with courage and hope.
They will play an important role towards the 10th anniversary of the
International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking,
which is celebrated every year on February 8th. Moving forward for
transformation is inspired by the message of Pope Francis to young
people all over the world on February 8th, 2023:

1 MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS for the 106th World Day of Migrants and
Refugees 27 September 2020
https.//press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/oubblico/2020/05/15/0282/00625.
html#en



“I hope that many people will accept your invitation
to walk together against trafficking: walking together
with those who are destroyed by the violence of sexual
and labor exploitation; to walk together with migrants,
displaced persons, those who are searching for a place
to live in peace and family. Together with you, young
people, to reaffirm courageously the value of human
dignity.”

Another highlight of Talitha Kum’'s strong collaboration with other
religions or inter-faith-based groups is marked by its 31% growth in
2022, at the local, regional, and international levels, particularly in Asia,
Africa, and Oceania. Talitha Kum'’s involvement in raising awareness
and empowerment of survivors is significantly visible in the American
and African continents. Furthermore, we cannot underestimate the
work in the area of advocacy at the national level. The work achieved by
European, American, and Oceanian networks in particular, stands out
strongly. At the international level, we continued to collaborate with
international organizations and international agencies, particularly
with IOM, UNHCR, OSCE, G20 Interfaith Forum, Multilateral Section
of the Secretary of State, Ambassadors to the Holy See, and many
more partner organizations for mutual support and coordination in
tackling this issue by having society move in the direction of not only
condemning human trafficking, but also denouncing its causes.

WE continue to journey together towards dignity as we move forward
to the 15th anniversary of Talitha Kum in 2024; Love manifested in
action and true transformation. An invitation to manifest the healing
hand of Jesus empowering the little girl to get up on her own and walk.
— Talitha Kum!

Lastly, in gratitude to the Executive Board of International Union of
Superiors General (UISG) for entrusting us with this prophetic mission;
to General Superiors worldwide for their continued support of Sisters
involved in this ministry, to the Talitha Kum International Coordination
Committee (TKICC), and to all people with whom we journey together,
especially with victims and survivors of trafficking and exploitation.

| end here with a quote from a survivor who rose up with courage and
hope!

“The day came when I was ready to go home. I had the
strength to start again, I longed to resume work in a
small kiosk of my own, as I did a few years before. The
Sisters of Talitha Kum made this dream possible. Two
years have passed, I now live in Uganda, have my own
kiosk and continue to receive spiritual accompaniment
and am supported to continue my healing journey and
rebuild my life in dignity.”

In gratitude to God for the transformative power of Hope and Courage!

Sr. Abby Avelino, MM
International Coordinator — Talitha Kum

TALITHAKUM

END HUMAN TRAFFICKING



TRAFFICKING?

WHAT IS HUMAN

@Lisa Kristine

Human trafficking is the process by which
people are coerced or lured by false prospects,
recruited, relocated, and forced to work
and live in exploitative or abusive conditions.

Traffickers operate in situations of vulnerability: they
target people who desire a better life — to improve their
own financial situation, to develop their abilities and skills,
or simply to find a safe living environment. Many of these
people are forced to flee their country of origin in search of
safety or work.




Victims of trafficking may be forced into sexual exploitation, child, early
and forced marriages, or labor exploitation in,forexample, the domestic,
agricultural, hospitality, mining and manufacturing sectors.

Exploitation means a restriction of personal freedom and exertion
of power over the victim through actual or threatened violence or
punishment. Human trafficking robsindividuals of their dignity,agency
over their own lives, and the right to live safely and freely.

Human trafficking affects millions of people everywhere. There is
no single profile of a trafficked person but women and girls are made
particularly vulnerable by inequalities in their economic, social,
familial, cultural and religious status.

Human trafficking is an ever-evolving phenomenon, adapting to the
social, economic and political realities. It is a highly profitable illegal
business. According to the United Nations statistics on trafficking in
persons (2022 UNODC Global Reporton Trafficking in Persons), reported
court cases show that victims of human trafficking are exploited for
longer periods of time and with extreme violence, especially women
and girls. The high percentage of 69% of these cases refer to traffickers
that are part of organized crime networks.! Furthermore, the report
illustrates that climate change and conflicts increase vulnerability to
human trafficking.

WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

THE WAR IN UKRAINE

Conflict and human trafficking are inherently related. Conflict zones
are the perfect places for traffickers to target victims. In 2016, the
number of detected Ukrainian victims in Western Europe quadrupled,
as a direct consequence of the 2014 conflict in Ukraine? It is no
different this time. A few days after the war started last year, Talitha
Kum networks in Europe reported the high vulnerability of Ukrainian
refugees, especially women, to human trafficking.

An alarming multiplication of traffickers at the borders of Ukraine, as
well as train and bus stations in neighboring countries was reported.
Since March last year, the Sisters of Talitha Kum, “Bakhita” Religious
in Poland Networking Against Trafficking, have been actively attentive
and have collected information about potential human trafficking
cases at the Ukrainian-Polish border: people discreetly sneaking in
among the various humanitarian organizations, offering free food
and lodging and then inviting people to follow them. The sisters have
also collected reports of the disappearance of women and children,
especially in border regions.

www.siecbakhita.com
www.facebook.com/siecbakhita/

N J

1 https:;//www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2022GLOTiP_2022_web.pdf
2 Ibid.



“Talitha Kum. Little girl, I say to you, rise up.”

Gospel of Mark (5:417)




“Talitha Kum. Little girl, I say to you, rise up.”

Jesus addressed Jairus's 12-year old daughter -believed to be dead- with
these words. When Jesus took her hand, she immediately stood up and
began to walk.

These two words send a powerful message and have been chosen as
the name for Talitha Kum, the International Network Against Human
Trafficking.

These words invite all members of Talitha Kum'’s networks to rise up
with courage and hope, to stand with victims and survivors of trafficking
in persons, whose hands reach out to us, to promote a just world in
which every human being can live in dignity and fullness, thus fulfilling
Christ's message:

“I have come so that they may have life, lifein its fullness”
John (10:10)

Faith and spirituality make the presence of God tangible, transforming
even the most hopeless situations, and bringing back to life what
appears to be dead.

The expression “Talitha Kum” defines the identity and mission of
our global umbrella network, that gathers more than 6,000 Catholic
sisters, allies and friends by referring to the transformative power of
hope, compassion and mercy, which underpins efforts towards the
restoration of dignity for the exploited as valuable members of the
human family.

Formally established in 2009 with the International Union of Superiors
General (UISG) as an international initiative against human trafficking
and exploitation, Talitha Kum promotes collaboration among networks
organized at national, regionaland continental level, actively supporting
victims, survivors and people at risk. While each Talitha Kum network
retainsits unique identity and operates within its own country or region,
the International Coordination at UISG supports capacity development
and training of networks and members, and facilitates the sharing of
information, resources and experiences.

As an umbrella network of Sisters-led networks, Talitha Kum is
grounded in the long, rich tradition of Catholic women, inspired by the
life-giving ministry of Christ, who are committed to community work
and collaboration, following the example of the Triune God.

The strength of the Talitha Kum network lies in its bottom-up, grassroots
engagement and in its person- and community-centered approach,
which ensures proximity to victims and survivors of trafficking, their
families,and those at risk of exploitation. It also liesin rotating leadership
between congregations and sisters from different realities. After serving
as Talitha Kum International Coordinator for 8 years and nurturing its
growth, Sr. Gabriella Bottani, SMC, has passed the torch to Sr. Abby
Avelino, MM. Talitha Kum is grateful to Sr. Gabriella for her devoted work
and tireless commitment to the fight against human trafficking.

Talitha Kum Networks are:
- inter-congregational Sister-led networks, organized primarily
at the national level;
- on-the-ground oriented,
- linked to the national Conference/Association of Major Superiors.



SR. ABBY AVELINO, MM SR. YVONNE CLEMENCE BAMBARA, SR. ADINA BALAN, CJ
International Coordinator RGS

MM - Maryknoll Sisters Regional representative of Africa

RGS - Congregation of Our Lady of
Charity of the Good Shepherd

SR. COLLEEN JACKSON, RSC
Regional representative of Europe Regional representative of Oceania
CJ - Congregatio Jesu RSC - Religious Sisters of Charity

SR. CARMEN GARCIA UGARTE, OSR SR. ISABELLE COUILLARD, SGM SR. PAULA KWANDAO

Regional representative of Regional representative of PHONPRASERTRUKSA, SPC

Latin America North America Regional representative of Asia

OSR - Oblate Sisters of the Most Holy SGM - Sisters of Charity of Montreal SPC - Sisters of Saint Paul of Chartres

Redeemer



Trafficking in  persons is a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon that affects tens of millions of individuals, as well as the
rest of human society. The expression “Talitha Kum” is an invitation
to all to call out the system that sustains human trafficking through
our voice, our actions and our daily choices. We commit ourselves to
denouncing the arrogance and violence of economic and financial
power when it acts against the dignity of the person.

Talitha Kum’s work with victims and survivors of human trafficking is
grounded in the beliefthat the dignity of the oppressed and exploited
can be restored through sororal and fraternal relationships, marked
by the presence of the Holy Spirit and the mysterious encounter with
God.Inarelationship between equals, Sisters walk together with victims
along the path of healing, as they themselves regain a deep awareness
of their inner value as individuals and members of their families and
communities. In this manner, Talitha Kum addresses the systemic
causes that leave people at risk of falling into the hands of trafficking
networks, engaging families and local communities together with key
stakeholders at the national and international level.

In line with this approach, those who adhere to the values of Talitha
Kum are committed to being neighbors to those who suffer the
serious consequencesoftraffickingin persons: men,women,children,
and families. The actions of Talitha Kum are aimed at all those who
are robbed of their dignity and deprived of liberty, regardless of their
lifestyle, race, religion, economic or sexual orientation. The members
of Talitha Kum living and bearing witness to Christian values, dialogue
with and show respect for members of the different religious traditions
and for non-believers.

Talitha Kum's Mission is to end human trafficking and exploitation
through collaborative initiatives focused around prevention, protection,
social reintegration and rehabilitation of survivors, partnership and
advocacy, promoting actions that tackle the systemic causes.

WHAT IS TALITHA KUM?

s

@L/se. Kristine



Talitha Kum International, with the aim of strengthening

the anti-trafficking actions of grassroots networks around

the world, has promoted, since its inception, the following

tenants:

1. networking as a fundamental part of its identity;

2. formation and communication between sisters, partners
and friends committed against trafficking in persons.

Talitha Kum's internal priorities established in September
2019 during the Talitha Kum General Assembly, will remain
in force until 2025. These include education and prevention,
active involvement of survivors in the activities of the
networks, and advocacy, with priority on the African and
Asian continents.These are areas of action and geographical
areas that have been strengthened and developed
during 2022, allowing the response of the networks to the
challenges of prevention and care for victims and survivors
of trafficking, such as the impact of Covid-19 pandemic and
conflicts in different parts of the world.

(@ WAR AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING

In 2022, conflicts worsened in many countries. For instance;
the conflicts in Myanmar and Sri Lanka in Asia, Burkina

Faso, Mali, DRC, and others in Africa, Syria in the Middle East,
Venezuela in America and most recently, the Russian invasion
of Ukraine in Europe, worsened. The realities of conflict
exacerbate people’s vulnerability to human trafficking, as
they create fragile conditions and situations that cause people
to be at risk-groups of human exploitation.

The Talitha Kum networks, witnessing the impacts of these
conflicts, responded with actions of prevention at various
levels to care for victims and displaced persons affected by war
and conflict. The post-Covid recovery path on the one hand,
and the political-social conflicts on the other, challenged

the networks that continued to implement different ways of
organizing and networking. They used creative methods of
prevention, and care for victims, survivors and groups at risk
of trafficking.




Networking is essential to strengthen prevention of human trafficking
and protection for victims and survivors, and to support groups
considered at risk of trafficking. It has also facilitated the building of
advocacy pathways.

“The commitment and responsibility of this work is
enormous and requires members and collaborators to work
together against trafficking. As we are at the beginning,
there is a need for constant training for members and
collaborators so members are able to strengthen their skills.
There is still a need for resources that are necessary for the
implementation of the action plan.”

Shared by Father Nicolas Dyemo, mf, and Sister Marie Chantal, sjd from
Talitha Kum Mali - TAKUMA (newly established Talitha Kum network in
2022)

Collaboration and anti-trafficking efforts among different religious
congregations is a key feature of Talitha Kum's networks. This
collaboration is in direct connection with the national conferences of
major superiors and the various Catholic organizations, NGO's, and
government organizations engaged against trafficking that operate at
the local level. The year 2022 highlighted a strengthening of interfaith
collaboration and inclusion of lay people (including young people) with
Talitha Kum networks. Networking facilitated the creation of the new
Talitha Kum networks in 2022, as well as the growth and strengthening
of hubs in Africa and Asia, operating with more incisive actions in the
different areas of action of Talitha Kum.



Areas Of ACtiOn Of NETWORKS AND ACTIONS

Talitha Kum International

In 2022, Talitha Kum International offered courses, workshops and
seminars for capacity-building purposes, to spread awareness and to
strengthen Talitha Kum's commitment to combating human trafficking.
Here are some highlights:

. 32 members of Talitha Kum from 22 nationalities received a
leadership qualification in the Third edition of Leadership
Training, coordinated by Talitha Kum in collaboration with Pontifical
University Antonianum, and Tangaza University College.

Talitha Kum's leadership course dedicated to the continuing
development of those who want to engage in work against trafficking
and accompany survivors of trafficking in their social reintegration,
FORMATION inC|Uding the fO”OWing:
. In Asia, facilitated the formation at the local levels, particularly in
Myanmar, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Korea,
etc. targeted the religious (junior professed, novices), new members
from different regions/nucleus have joined.

Training on Talitha Kum's Call to Action for 67 members and
collaborators of Talitha Kum in Latin America

Training on Talitha Kum and Human trafficking with the youth
communicators selected by the Dicastery for Communication of
the Holy See: Faith Communication in the Digital World.

@Stefano del Pozzolo




Communication plays a fundamental role in Talitha Kum networks: it
strengthens the life and identity of the network, is a strategic tool to raise
awareness and mobilize against trafficking in persons, and gives visibility
to the commitment of the sisters at the grassroots level, collaborators
and friends working against trafficking.

One of the key tools for Talitha Kum is data collection, which makes
the network’s efforts and the exchange of information, knowledge, and
good practices visible. In 2022, member networks that updated their
data accounted for a total of 93.1%.

Talitha Kum facilitates communication between the networks
through the consistent exchange of information in terms of best
practices and actions to fight trafficking in persons throughout the
different contexts in which its networks operate. In order to maintain
communication with the Sisters at the grassroots level of the Talitha
Kum Network, constant communication with the regional coordinators
who not only act as the bridge between Talitha Kum International, but
also represent the contact with Sisters on the ground, is essential.

Sharing their stories about the prevention and protection activities
for/with victims and survivors of trafficking gives visibility to the Sisters
engaged locally in the fight against trafficking and in the care of victims.

To do this, Talitha Kum shares stories on its website
(www.talithakum.info) and social media platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter.

Additionally, Talitha Kum coordinates and supports the Networks in
particularly important campaigns by calling them into action. For
instance:

. Talitha Kum coordinated the International Day of Prayer and
Awareness against Human Trafficking, which is celebrated on 8
February and which, in the year 2022, had the theme “The Power of
Care. Women, Economy and Trafficking in Persons”.

. on the 30 July, the United Nations International Day Against
Trafficking in Persons, Talitha Kum invited the international network
to participate, using the official hashtag #CareAgainstTrafficking


https://www.talithakum.info

Talitha Kum's advocacy efforts are rooted in its grassroots experience
and aim to empower and amplify the voices of victims and survivors
of human trafficking, and to increase protection and access to justice,
rehabilitation, healing and restoration. Talitha Kum calls upon actors and
leaders at all levelsto unite and stand to eradicate human trafficking. This
advocacy has taken many forms, ranging from awareness raising about
prevalent forms of human trafficking and exploitation, to the impact on
victims, to coordinated advocacy with national governments to change
or create laws and policies to prevent, protect, heal and support.

Talitha Kum's advocacy is inspired by the “Talitha Kum Call to Action”,
the first advocacy document ratified and endorsed by the Executive
Board of the International Union of Superiors General. Various networks
have translated the “Call to Action” into their local languages and are
using it as an advocacy tool within their local realities.

In Asia, an online study group meets monthly to discuss the “Call to
Action” of ways to use and implement it. In Latin America, the “Call to
Action” was presented by two members of Talitha Kum at the occasion
of the VII Latin American and Caribbean Congress on Human Trafficking
and Smuggling of Migrants, held in Mexico City in July. In Oceania in
2022, regional groups incorporated reflection on and discussion of the
“Call to Action” into every meeting over several months. Other regions
dedicated part of their formation to the “Call to Action.” For example in
Africa, membersof Talitha Kum were trained on itscontent in November.
Additionally, Talitha Kum International presented it during the G20
Interfaith Forum, held in Abu Dhabiin December. Finally,in partnership
with the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, Talitha
Kum International coordinated four online workshops throughout
2022 to deepen the “Call to Action” and share feedback between Talitha
Kum members and regional coordinators of the Dicastery. These are
some of the many examples of how Talitha Kum’s “Call to Action” has
been actively used.

The “Talitha Kum Study, Prayer and Action Packet: Migration and
Human Trafficking”, highlighting the third priority identified at the 2019
Talitha Kum General Assembly, was launched in October 2022. Through
supported data and research, and reflection on the scriptures and the
Church'’s Social Teaching presented in this packet, Talitha Kum invites
reflection on the link between migration and human trafficking and
calls us to use our collective voice to promote change at the structural
level.
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In 2022, the involvement of survivors in the activities of Talitha Kum
networks increased:

. 38 Talitha Kum networks (66%) reported collaboration with survivors;

I Nvo LVE M E N I 1 - . 14 networks were focused on this area.
su RVIVO Rs " Somesurvivors have beeninvolved in various prevention and awareness
it e activities against trafficking and exploitation.

Some networks reported the active participation of survivors in
decision-making and project management activities to empower them.




YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN THE TALITHA
KUM NETWORK

Young people have the potential to bring about great change in the
world. The passion, power and energy that young people hold can
be channeled to combat one of society’s insidious and silent social
scourges: human trafficking. The networks of Talitha Kum work towards
informing, educating, empowering and training young people to
understand, identify and recognize warning signs of trafficking with
the hope of equipping them with the tools necessary to prevent and
combat the world'’s third largest multidimensional crime.

Young people, with their incredible skill of networking and
communicating, have the ability to reach people from all over the world.
The Talitha Kum network works tirelessly to motivate and enable youth
to be protagonists among their peers and reach out to empower those
at risk. The fight against trafficking requires us all to come together
as a community. The hope is that these strong voices of you(th) can
progressively mitigate this form of global organized crime.

INn 2022, taking a leap in the direction of this hope, Talitha Kum organized
the second training course (online) to empower 35 passionate youth
ambassadorsfrom13different countriesin Asia,and 2 countriesin Africa.
All participants were actively working towards the following aims:

. Understand the phenomenon of trafficking in persons.

. Analyze the situation of trafficking in different Asian and African
countries.

. Share perspectives and views on the phenomenon of trafficking in
persons.

. Recognize the importance of the role of youth ambassadors in
combating trafficking.

The course was successfully concluded with key recommendations
relevant to combating trafficking. Sr. Abby Avelino, MM, the
International Coordinator of Talitha Kum, emphasized that, “Young
people want to help in the fight against trafficking with concrete
actions and carry out awareness campaigns on this scourge.”

Talitha Kum, along side fighting to end human trafficking, also
focuses on social integration and rehabilitation of survivors. An open
letter written by the Talitha Kum Anti-Trafficking Youth Ambassadors
was published in 2022. The letter highlights that one should not define
themselves by their negative past. It also showcases how a survivor
can be a dynamic Talitha Kum Anti-Trafficking Youth Ambassador.
Together, with the Talitha Kum youth network, youth ambassadors
have relentlessly worked for this cause. As one of them shared, “So
far, we, young people, have come up with many ideas to better raise
awareness on the issue of Human Trafficking among uninformed and
at-risk persons by using various forms of communication, both in-
person and online...”.

One of the most significant moments in recognition of the youth's fight
against human trafficking was when Areeya Pongpit, one of the youth
ambassadors from Talitha Kum Thailand, received the Outstanding
Youth Award in the Prevention and Fight Against Human Trafficking
from the Thai government on June 6th, 2022. Referring to the anti-
trafficking efforts, Areeya stressed the importance of youth involvement
citing their power “to move our world forward.” She said, “Let's help
people around us to be more careful through love, kindness and
comprehension of others” - that is her invitation to the youth.

In addition, an interview with the young people of the Talitha
Kum network ( )
was published by the Dicastery of Migrants and Refugees Section
on September 25th, 2022, The World Day of Migrants and Refugees.
Young people have exhibited tremendous efforts to challenge human
trafficking every day. Their efforts remind us why young people are
called the “leaders of tomorrow’s change”.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6J69LjKdoU




2022 in Figures

The 2022 data demonstrates impressive capacity throughout the
different levels of Talitha Kum’s networks. New national networks were
established in 2022, and the various anti-trafficking actions reached 40% of
benefited people. Thisis more than in the past year, and demonstrates the
development of other areas of action in the networks’ work, such as access
to justice.

By 2022, Talitha Kum was presentin 97 countries, organized into 58 national
networks and 13 regional coordinating networks , including hubs on
the African and Asian continents, and two continental coordinations.
These coordinators facilitate communication and networking at different
levels, actively supporting victims, survivors, and people at risk of trafficking.

Three new networks were established in 2022: in Africa (Talitha Kum Cbte
d’lvoire and TAKUMA - Mali), and in Latin America (Red Kawsay Bolivia). The
number of countries where Talitha Kum has a presence increased
by five compared to 2021.

The total number of subdivisions' of national networks reported in
2022 also increased by 13% from the previous year, with a total of 224

subdivisions. The continents with the largest growth in subdivisions
compared to last year are Africa (41%) and Asia (14%), demonstrating the
ability of Talitha Kum Networks to create subdivisions and decentralized
working groups.

The year 2022 shows a smaller total number of members and
collaborators than last year, with 10% less than those in 2021. Regionally,
the American continent has shown a growth in volunteer staff and
lay collaborators of 18%, while the decrease is seen on the Asian (23%)
and European (5%) continents. The decrease in the total number of
members in 2022 may be due to various factors, such as situations
related to one's socio-political reality. In some cases, the decrease in
volunteers and increase in staff can be understood as a response to
the networks' need for experienced staff in certain action areas such as
access to justice.

1Some networks may have subdivisions. A subdivision is generally defined as a unit under
the central (national) network and operating in a certain area of the country. They have
an inter-congregational characteristic and, in most cases, maintain the primary identity
of the national network. In the event that the subdivision is in a different country than
the core network, it may become a national network. Generally, the higher number of
subdivisions corresponds to national networks that have a larger territorial area requiring
a more articulated organization.




Involvement of Sisters, priests and lay partners is a key feature
of Talitha Kum Networks. As the 2022 data shows, this involvement
accounts for 91% of total membership.

An important growth figure can be seen in the involvement of survivors
and their families in Talitha Kum's actions. In 2022, 38 networks (66% of the
total) reported the active collaboration of survivors in various anti-trafficking
activities, showing a 37% growth over 2021 figures. Survivors are particularly
involved in prevention activities, project decision-making and management
in assisting victims of trafficking.

The participation and involvement of religious congregations within

the Talitha Kum Networks in 2022 decreased by 4%. This process occurred
as early as 2020, a possible consequence of the impact of the Covid-19
Pandemic. In 2022, other possible factors are important to consider as they
also impacted the reorganization of networks after Covid, such as loss of
members within congregations and/or change of leadership due to shifts
within local networks. However, there has been an increase in the number of
men'’s religious congregations involved in Talitha Kum compared to t